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%5t BRIEVING 12 July 1958

Yietuam

1. 2¢ July, the date identified with the controveraial pre~
election megotiations in Vietnam, falls on the third day of
the Gensvs talks. It is mow obvious that Bo pre-election
consultations will get undsr way os that date, and this may
cauge a major stiy,

iX. Genova Agresuent states that such talks shall take pleace
“from 20 July 1955 onward.”

1I1. Viet Mish interpret this as talks should start immediately

o that date and during past senth have been increasisgly
insistent that this provision be observed,

4. ‘Twe high Viet Miah officials and Soviet ambassador,
pave hinted at “vieleant actica™ in

south if comsuliutions wers delayed,
#. Pasphlets, apparestly produced by the Comsusista, turaed
up im Saigon last week c¢alling for demosstrations against
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the Diew regiwe and “Amsericas election sabateurs,” but

vere completely ignored.

Piew extrewsly ttiﬂﬁtl#t.tﬁ talk with Viet Misk, arguiag:

A, Yietsam not bound by Genevs agreswents it did not sign.

B. Talks cansot begin while relations with Fremch not
satisfactorily settled.

¢. fis goversment cannot make important commitments without

approvel of a sationmal sasembly, yet to be elected,

Septenber at sarliest,

Compunists will mot perwit "truly fme™” electioms.

A declaratios for consultaticas would be regarded as

ael lount . "slisee ‘ ‘ Yietnamese peopie.
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¥, Diem is expected to make sowe statesent prior to Sunmit
couference, and probably will come out im isvor of
anification through democratic elections, but sot in g |
asccordance with Geneva accords and witk no dale fgw;:toﬁ.%
French legal expertis sgree vwith Compunigts that talks mewrs |
begin on 20th, SDED
4, Have indicated, however, that they will not sit i» for 25x1 |
South Vietnaw, although Communists bold them respomsible |
for carrylag out Gemeva agresmsata.
British also favor talks and are urging Diem mot to dissvow
Geneva., |
4., Hold that talks are seceassry s¢ douth Vietnam can prove
to the sorid that Yiet Mink would not agree to free elections.

B, Alse agree with Fremch that matiter is not worth mjor cerisis,

Bo Chi ¥Ninh % presently lining up Soviet and Chinese Cowmunist

support for Viet Nish pesition,

4, Sino-¥iet Nish communique signad in Peiping on sve of Ho's
departure for lNoscow laid beavy esphasis on matter of
2¢ July comsultatien. |

6. Chinese Compunists subsegquently equated Vietass sliectioas
with “liberation” of Foransa im reiative importance,

¢. iio now being received by top Soviet lesders in Honcow and
Soviet-Viet Minh communique may be issued befure or during |

summit conference. The Soviet leaders way brosch the
subject of elections at Gapeva in the boliet that they
can bring pressure Os the Gnited Htates through the

Fritiah and the Fri
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». Bulgasin-Nehru statement voiced concera over Indochina
situation and placed Noscow and New Deibi om record is
favor of striet implemeantstion of Genevs Pact.

Cambedia

i. The Chou~io joiat commuuique also attacked cur military aid
sgreewont with Cambedia, Comsunists are tryingfte aske
mejor issue out of this,

ii. indian and Polish wenbers of ICC have inforually concluded
that certain passages of WDAP violate Gensvs accorda,

&, Esseutially ibey gquestion Casbodia's declaration of
neatrality and prosise aot to ssek foreign wmilitary aid
aexcept for defeamse.* Bee notes.

3. Cosmission, hovever, ot iikely to wake formal rulimg
until Iadisa chairwes receives isstructions from Nehru
who has just returmed to Delhi, |

¢, %hile Indians may settle for elarifylesg statewments nu;hasiuinﬁ
defensive sature of pact, isdications are that Nelhiru--who
hes been worked over by Chou Em-isi-—is uafavorably disponod

to it.

25X1]|

| !
| | 25X1
Approved For Release 2008/06/26 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000600020003-6 H



185

iv.

i.

ii,

[
Approved For Release 2008/06/26 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000600020003-6 25X1
|

e

Cambodian officials have given assurances that they will nmot
back dowa,

4. ‘These officials alsc sssert that ia the eveat of vnisvorable

ruling, goversment would hold a referesdum and anticipated
pepulsr demand for United 3tates aid would be considered i
to override ICC objectioma. I
B, Prince Sihasouk, still the moat powerful political leader |
in Caswbedia, has taken sane pesitios.
Attittude of Csmbodisas likely to have woderatimg Isotor om |
Indians whe regard Csmbodis to lie within their sphere of 25Xq

influence.

Pathet Lap attsck on Muomg Peun in northern iavs on 3 July was
west recent and largest is scale of seriex of Communist-~inapired

dashed siace 1954 cease fire, |

A. latest reports indicate that roynl forces have recaptured
lost ground and that fighting has subsided.

E. Approximately 3,000 men or one-aald of fathet Lao forces

are estimated to have beem iz general arex of Huong Peun, |
slthough oaly a portion.are imvolved, |
Attack undoubtedly part of campalgsn ie farc:}ultinste withdrawal
of royal forces frou disputes provinses and to haek wBp qnhnrhitaaté

\
!

demands put forward durimg segotiaticms in Vientiane.
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imnediate result of attack was suspension of talks by
goverbment.

Prime Minister, who has bent over backward to ba comciliatory
to Pathet Lao and te please Indisns, issued strong siatoment
denouncing Pathet Lac breach of Geneva agreemeant and Viet
dinh fTor asidiag aggressors.

Lap goverament, however, has agreed to ICC propesslis for
consefire and indicates williagness to appoint sesior
afficers to work with Pathet Lac reprssentatives to isplement
agreewent,

inother instance of Primg Einister talking tough witbeut
altering pelicy of "appsasemsat and conciliation” a3 he
himself described it.

Situntion remains explosive as both sides have been building up

ailitary strength in Nueng Peun ares for several moaths.

A.

B.

At present ihe opposing forces sppesr to be about ovealy

satched., GCoverswent garrison at Suong Peun of 18U¢, has

heen reinforced by at least part of a parschute bhatallien
{several huadreéd wmen), and is believed to have five power
edge over woréd musercus Pathet iLao forces.

Pathet las, however~-aided Ly Viet Misk saterial sad

personnel--is gradunlly iacreasisg its military cepabilities,
25X1
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